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Who are we?
The object of the charity shall be to promote any
charitable purposes for the benefit of Blackbird
Leys in order to relieve poverty and sickness, and
to provide facilities in the interest of social welfare
with the object of improving the conditions of life
of said community.
The Leys CDI wants to continue and increase
the provision of safe, enjoyable activities and
opportunities particularly for young people and
the over 50s with the help of its dedicated staff,
volunteers and young leaders.
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ChairÕs Report
This has been a challenging year for everyone. Leys CDI has been very aware
of how you have needed our support more than ever before and we have
done all we can to continue delivering activities in whatever way possible.
For the Youth Project we have formed a successful partnership with Wolvercote
Young People’s Club to deliver some innovative online projects and have
continued to be outside engaging with the young people in the Leys area
when restrictions have allowed.
We welcome Hannah to the Clockhouse Project who joined us at the
beginning of the first lockdown and set into action a new way of delivering the
project with great success. Other new members of staff this year are Laura
who has begun her new role as Charity Manager with the aim of securing a
strong and sustainable future for the charity, and we thank Anna for joining
us to keep our admin and finance in shape. We are delighted to welcome
new Trustee Nick Watts. We thank all the Trustees for the valuable skills and
experience they bring to the board.
Adapting to the new normal.
Trustee meetings on Zoom.

In March we said goodbye to Cathy who has been an essential part of Leys
CDI for many years. We all wish Cathy the best of luck in her retirement.
It has been wonderful to see how people have continued to come out and
volunteer for us in whatever way they safely can and we are really grateful for
all the support we have received.
Whatever challenges might be thrown at us, please rest assured that we will
always find a way to support and strengthen the Leys community. We miss
seeing you all in person and look forward to the day when we can come
together again.
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Youth Project

Creatively Clever
No one could have foreseen the events of this year but when
Lockdown happened in March, Leys CDI partnered with Wolvercote
Young People’s Club and within a few weeks were delivering an online
project for young people called Creatively Clever.
This cutting edge innovative online partnership programme of
activities and workshops for young people ensured the continuation of
meaningful youth work including one-to-one support during these times.
Promoting young people’s views, experiences, and learning, through
tools such as film, technology, music, dance and art, it is a new way of
involving, engaging, and inspiring young people.
Clever engaged with young people
“ Creatively
from Blackbird Leys, Wolvercote and Cutteslowe
through awareness-raising videos, and online
tutorials on everything from street dance to
cartoon art, cooking to photography, rapping
to poi-spinning. There were chat groups and
one-to-one mentoring . . . In our second month,
most of the tutorials were created by young
people for young people, and more youths are
volunteering to share their skills.

„

Marsha Jackson,
Project Lead
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Youth Project
Creatively Clever continued...
Here is just a small selection of the workshops and activities delivered
during just one month of the project. The number of views demonstrate
how successful it was in reaching out to young people in this
unprecedented time.
Workshops
Screen Printing
Character Creation
Intro Into Photography
Cooking Workshops
Poi Workshops
Freestyle Music Workshop (Instagram)

Views
10
12
109
448
43
990

As well as the new online workshops, some of the existing groups such
as the Girls and Young Women Group were able to meet up online or in
person in small groups under Covid guidelines.

Young People Say ...

“

you so much for everything
“ Thank
you guys are doing, this is exactly
what the community needs.
Bless you all. „
are amazing!
“ You
Thank you so much. „
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Youth Project
Detached youth work has been able to continue, under the Covid
guidelines, and the youth work teams have been out and about in the
Leys area engaging with over 60 young people helping to support their
personal, educational, creative and social development.
A Friday Night Pop up Youth Club began in December outside the Glow
Hall with music, hot food and drinks to keep out the cold! This was a
great opportunity for young people to come over to the team and let us
know how they are doing. The main question they asked is when can
they come back to the Glow Hall? It is really good to know how keen you
all are to return to the Leys CDI groups and activities. We miss you all too
and really hope that we can be back together in the Glow Hall as soon
as possible in 2021.
Thank you to Marsha, the team at Wolvercote Young People’s Club,
the students at Ruskin College and our volunteers for their excellent
and innovative skills enabling youth work to continue during this
challenging year.

“
“

Parents Say ...

thank you enough,
“ Can’t
kids are happy, thank you. „
you, my children
“ Thank
enjoyed the poetry
and arts activity! „
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The Clockhouse Project
2020 has been a year like no other. The Coronavirus pandemic
has had a significant impact on the way we deliver our services
and reach our members and the wider community.
Hannah joined the project as the new Project Development
Manager in April and quickly and successfully redesigned
the way we connect with local over 50s. Postal newsletters,
telephone calls, weekly zoom meetings and other activities
throughout the year have kept nearly 100 of the Clockhouse
members continuing to engage with the project.

Newsletter
This has been a great way to connect with
every member of the Clockhouse and includes
information such as updates on the project
and centre, contributions from members and
information about local organisations providing
advice and support.

“

to get the newsletter
“ Lovely
from you, thanks for all the
work you have put into it. „
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The Clockhouse Project

Telephone Calls
and Befriending
Telephone calls have been made throughout the year to check
in, provide information and updates and keep in touch whilst also
being company and conversation for many living on their own.

“ Thanks for calling, it helps break up the day. „

Weekly Online
Social Get together
This weekly online meet up has been running every week since July.
There are five regular members who attend each week, two of whom
use a Tablet device that was provided by The Clockhouse Project
together with a step by step guide to joining Zoom made especially
for Clockhouse members. The content of our meetings varies each
week to include activities such as a quiz, games, online crossword
and we have also integrated a ‘Book Week’ each month.
found zoom a very useful way to keep in touch with
“ Imyhavefriends
and people from the Clockhouse project. „
“ That quiz was fun! Let’s do it again. „

Leys CDI Annual Review 2020 8

The Clockhouse Project

Vegetable
Plant Delivery
In April, The Clockhouse Project was offered a number of vegetable
seedlings by Ruskin College. The plants were delivered to members
giving the opportunity to engage in a socially distanced doorstep
conversation and social interaction. Members valued the opportunity
to grow and nurture the seedlings, whether this be by planting in their
garden or growing on window sills or balconies.
I just wanted to say a BIG THANK YOU for the plants
“ you
left at my house a couple of weeks ago... I was
delighted... they are all planted and doing well. „
“ Thank you for thinking of us. „
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The Clockhouse Project

Puzzles, books
and games!
There are various puzzles, books and
games in the centre that have been unused
(and essentially quarantined). These have
been offered to Clockhouse members to
borrow during the centre closure.

Oxford Light
Festival
In November, we worked to support a local
community project by taking delivery of craft
packs and delivering to our members to create a
window display as part of the city-wide festival.
Some displays were created during a Zoom
meeting and all were collected for the window
display at the Clockhouse. The craft packs
were funded and supplied by the Oxford Light
Festival, to whom we are grateful.
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The Clockhouse Project

Christmas
ÔGoodyÕ bags
In December we delivered a Christmas ‘goody bag’ to
each Clockhouse member. The aim of this was to deliver a
package of ‘festive cheer’ to recognise the extraordinarily
difficult year that our members have faced and bring some
joy. Many thanks to a team of volunteers who helped to
produce, pack and deliver.
you so much for the Christmas bag you
“ Thank
delivered yesterday. It really cheered me up
and the gifts were so thoughtful and helpful. I
hope you all have a very happy Christmas. „
you for the lovely goody
“ Thank
bag, it brightened up the day.
Happy Christmas to you all at the
Clockhouse. „
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The Clockhouse Project

In this year of so
many challenges,
the Clockhouse Project
has successfully...
 Made 204 hours of befriending phone calls
 Reduced feelings of loneliness and isolation
 Increased confidence in accessing technology
 Delivered tablets to enable people to get online
 Provided support to access and use technology
 Promoted a sense of community connection and cohesion
 Worked in partnership with local groups and volunteers
 Produced and delivered around 100 Christmas Goody Bags
 Brought fun and joy to our members
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Leys CDI Financial Report 2019-2020
It was a tough year and survival was the key. We are grateful to all the organizations and individuals who
supported us financially and with their time. Our special thanks to Catalyst Housing Limited, Oxford City Council,
Blackbird Leys Parish Council for the financial support they provided to Leys CDI.
The year ended on both a high and a low note. The low note was Lockdown right at the end of the financial
year in March due to coronavirus. The high note was employment of the Clockhouse Project Worker who made
an excellent start to her position and brought much needed energy to the Clockhouse Project. A further high
note was Catalyst providing funding for the position of a Charity Manager just before the year end.

Income
Details

Youth and Core Funds

Clockhouse

Total to 31 March 2020

Total to 31 March 2019

33,869

17,454

51,323

117,648

2,176

6,140

8,316

5,663

164

-

164

228

Room Hire

13,449

-

13,449

17,262

Total Income

49,658

23,594

73,252

140,801

Details

Youth and Core Funds

Clockhouse

Total to 31 March 2020

Total to 31 March 2019

People

52,786

15,519

68,305

83,044

Rent of Glow Hall

7,380

-

7,380

4,082

Other charitable activities

8,692

14,704

23,807

58,184

Total expenditure

68,858

30,223

99,492

145,310

Income less expenditure

19,200

6,629

25,829

4,509

5,000

5,000

0

0

411

-

411

1,199

Opening Balance

20,998

35,203

56,201

59,511

Closing Balance

6,387

23,574

29,661

56,201

Grants and donations
Fees & Fund-Raising Activities
Interest

Expenditure

Transfers
Investment Income
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We would like to thank...
Our Trustees
Sasha East (Chair)
Steph Green
Ines Kretzschmar
Denise Morrey-Carter
Lekh Raj
Nick Watts
Penny Wood
Our funders who have been so supportive this year
Leys Housing Consortium
Oxford City Council
All Souls College
Blackbird Leys Parish Council
WG Edwards Charitable Foundation
National Lottery Coronavirus Community Fund
Concertina Trust
Doris Field Charitable Trust
Local Councillor Funding for Christmas Goody bags
Catalyst Housing
University of Oxford
Oxford Light Festival
Oxfordshire Community Foundation
PF Charitable Trust
St Michael’s & All Saints’ Charities
A2dominion
Robert and Margaret Moss Charitable Trust

Our Partners and Supporters
Wolvercote Young People’s Club
Abingdon and Witney College
Age UK Oxfordshire
Agnes Smith Advice Centre
Catalyst Housing
Aspire
Greensquare
Oxford Academy
Oxford Foodbank
Ruskin College
Sound Works studios
Tap Social
Thames Valley Police
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Thank you to everyone
who has supported the Leys CDI
Clockhouse Project
Julio Gonzales, Tina Hill, Pete Dalton, Jean Dyer, Daphne Harris,
Shirley Moore, Joy Clarke, Moe Scholl, Cllr. Hosnieh Djafari-Marbini,
Cllr. Sian Taylor, Duncan Hall, Cllr. Maggie Lewis, Anna Pavelin,
Marie Finch, Chris Bridgeman, Bernadine Spencer, Cora Spencer,
Ursula Lestrade, Pat White, Simon Fergusson,
Blackbird Leys Partnership Group
Youth Project
Marsha Jackson, Imade Edosomwan, Jahdai Headley, Kameca Gayle,
Reuel James, Malachai Martin, Kyron Anthony, Simon Blingwear,
Aaron Hosannah, Kalum Charles, Daniella and Letisha Jones-Ellis,
Natty Mark Samuels, Miriam Hills, Nigel Fletcher, Devalee Genas,
Lillian Wasitara, Destini Anthony, Malachi Headley, Melissa Latchman,
Jake Pullen, Dylan Rush, Khadijah Shodunke
Leys CDI Staff
Laura Bristow, Hannah Jerwood, and Anna Pavelin
Support Staff and Tutors
Fabian Audifferen, Josh Bikar, Vanessa Carter Jones, Kalum Charles,
Emilia Cole, Debbie Edmead, Husna Elarabi, Orello Ellis,
Kameca Gayle, Mekel Gayle, Grand Master Ghou, Kynan Isaac,
Samma Karar, Sophiyah Khan, Aliya Mohamed Abdel Halim,
Joey Phillips, Tanya Prescott, Amare St Hilaire, Janet Stansfield,
Cait Sweeney, Rennie Townsend
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Excited about our work? Get involved!
 Join our projects

 Become a volunteer

 Become a trustee

The Leys CDI
Working for the benefit of the Leys Community
Email: charitymanager@leyscdi.co.uk
Website: www.leyscdi.co.uk
The Leys Community Development Initiative
Blackbird Leys Community Centre
Blackbird Leys Road
Blackbird Leys
Oxford OX4 6HW
Tel: 01865 395927
The Clockhouse
Long Ground
Greater Leys, Oxford
OX4 7FX
Tel: 01865 395908
The Leys Community Development is a Registered Charity, number 1137129
and a Registered Company, number 6918476

